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ROME NEW ROOKS,

Mennn's Finw af Ohrlaiianity,
THUR TRAANKFORMATION OF THE ANTIQUR WORLD,

Mare Aurdle # Lo Vin du Monde Antigue 1a
tho deseriptive ttle of the valama fn whioh M,
Fmwrsr Iewan soncldes Wis attempt ta trass
the ineubation of Christianity, We hinve ropch-
od the daylight ol histary ; the geriod of obwsaur-
ity and logond, or whint the author ealln the
cmbrrogeny of the Cheletinn Church, snds with
the donth of Marcus Nurellus wmd the fuilure

of the Htole philosophy  to roform  the
(ireeo-Momnn world, At this  data  the
child haa all fta organs; [t 18  nove
reod  from ke mathor: 0t will  live

hanooforward with a life of its own. For the
slady of an Institution orgnnically eomplatn,
nueh as wan the Christinn Churoh {n the third
cantury, amd, o fortiosd, In the conturion that
followad, M. llonan thinks that 1he powern of
judgmont and tho stores of erndition possorsed
iy ooclesinstionl historinue sufico. But, ne he
hna ropeatsdly insisted in the courso of this
work, neclosiastion] hintory, in the proper mean-
ing of thoa phrase, 18 something sssentinlly dis«
tinot from the atory of the Chiristinn beginnings
=Ahat into say, from the nnplysis of the auo.
roaalve metamorphoses which the germ planted
by Jesun in the heart of humanity undarwent
hafora hecoming n fully eguipped, ondurlng
Churah, Methods altogothing different are re-
nuired for treating tho divors stagos in tho
wrowth of n great religiouns or pulitical ereation,
An Investigntion of its origin and ambryonie
stage prosupposes & phillozaphionl spdreit, o
keem Intuition of whnt is certnin, or only
probable, or meraly plausihin, a vrofound anm-
peabnalon of human 1o and its vrotean manls
fesitations, a wpecinl nptitude for drawing from
the faw taxts that we posassa all thay ean dis-
~losn concorning peyohologleal sttuations from
which we are far ramoved, T he comprohension
of those abseurns montnl states, which antedate
claar refloction, of the vory siates, In othor
words, whersin man's conscionee shows It-
aolf most frultful and eroative, Is the intelloc.
tual eonnunst of the ninctosnth cantury, It
ling been tho nim of M, Renan to turn this con-
st to account fn tha eamposition of the
work whose concludiog voluma is bofore us,

A largo part of this book [s devotod 1o a study
ol Marcuw Auralius and the Stole phlloasnhy,
It tho discusslon of these thowes, which s to
somo sxtent nn oplsnda, In nleandy, no doubt,
famlliar to many American readers, socing that
tha chapters pontaining it hove boen trans!ated
and published in o wull-known London re-
viow. We shall limit ourselves, therofors, to
some oxiracta [rom the untransiated portions
of this volume, which portray the revolution
wrought In the oman world by the naw faith,
which touch on soma of the ulterlor transfor-
mations which Christianlty has experienced,
nnd which finally define, conclanly but distinet-
Iy, the author's atlitude toward the Olristian
=aligion,

Just In proportion as the Empire drooped,
Christianity ralsed jts head. During tne third
osntury Christiunity sucks llke a vampire
the llfe-bloodl of the old soelety, undermines
all [ts forces, nnd brings about a genoral enor-
vatlon, against which the putriotie Emporora
strive (n valn, It i3 neodless tor Christinnity
to resort to opon violent ntincks; it has only to
shut {tself up within its ehurchea, It avengos
itaoll by rofusing to serve tho State, for It
nWimost monopolizes the principles without
which no 8tate ean prosper. Christiane then
had recourse to thint sweep!ng kind of warfars
which, in France, and lu our own day, is waged
by consoreativos against the State, To thearmy,
tothe magistruey, and overy branch of the pub-
ile parvico, a cortain amount of soriousnoss and
honosty is indispanaable, Whon the clasaea
that furnish this seriousness and honesty hald
themselves aloof from every civil function the
whole enmmonwenlth must suffer,

Tho Church, in the third century, by absorb-
ing the vitality, exhnusts civil socioty, bleads
It, and leaves it drained. [ts 1ittle assoslations
kill tho great body corporate, The antiquo
life, » life that was wholly outward and virile,
a life of glory, hiroiem, and secularism, n life
of the forum, the theatre, nnd the gymnasium,
18 conquersd by the Jowish life; a life opposed
to milltarism, loving the shade betier than the
Jdaylight, a life of pale and clolsterad folk.
Politios imply a race of mwen not too much de-
tachod from earth. When man makes up hly
mind to aspire for nothing but henven, he has
no longer a fatherland hare bolow, You
cannot mnke R nation ont of monka
and ascotics; disdaln and  batred of the
world do not fit us for life's battle,
Indin, which, of all known ecountries, has
plunged the doopest into nscoticlsm, has, from
time Immomorisl, beon the proy ol svery con-
queror, Bo It wna, n somo respoets, with
Fgypt. Ttis the inevitablo sffect of ascotleism
tomake us look on overything that I8 not pe-
liglous s Infterior and frivolons, Comparsd
with the priest, the sovereign aod the warrlor
are but clownish. brutal beings;civil order 1s
ragarded i no irksome tyranny. Christianity
tmproved the morals of the O1d World, but trom
tho military and patriotic pointol view, de-
stroyed 1t. Tho clty and the Stato will only
0nme to torms At a later date with Chirlstlanity,
by compolling the latter to undergo the most
profound modiflcations,

" They dwall upon the ourth,” snys the nuthor
of the Eplstle to Diognetes: “but n reality
tholr native country is in hoaven.” As n mat-
tarol fact, when o murtyr wis asked to whnt
vountry he belonged, " T am s Christinn' wos
tho answer. The fathoerland and eivil Inwa,
those are the father and mother, on whom.
according to Clement of Aloxandria, the true
Ginoatle should turn his back, if o would sit at
the right hand of God, When the world’s busi-
ness I8 in guestion, the Christian 1s embar-
eansedd, inefllclent s the Gospel makes devotoes,
not eltizens,  So it was with Islnmlsm and
Buddhism, The advent of thoss great univor-
anl rolleions extingulshed the uld coneaption
of patriotismi men were no longer Homnns,
Athonlans: thoy bacamo Ouristiane, Mussul-
muns, Budithists,  Hencolorth men will be
clussified nvvorling to thelr eroed, not necord-
I Lo Lhwir putive countries; their divisions
will bo based on hieresies, not nationslitios,

That is what Murous Aurellus suw porfeotly,
and what mude him so ill-disposed towsrd
chrkstianity, To him the Chareh appesrsd o

itnte within the Btate. “The eamp of pioty,"
that new “seheme of A fatherland founded vn
tho djvine Ward " has nothiog In enmmon with
tho Roman eamp, which is far from protonding
to train eandidntom for hoaven, The Church,
i fact, nvows itaell o complotoly equipped
community, far suparior to the elvil socloty;
the pastor oulweighs the maglatrato, ‘The
Chureh I8 the Curistian's  fatherland,
e the synagoxue is the Jew's: tho Clris-
Lian and the Jew nwoblde as  strangers
i the countries whera they happon to
sopourn.  Mardly even hus the Christisn
# father and a mother, Haowes nothing to the
Kmpire, while the Empire owes sverythlng to
Iiim ; for it Is the pressuve of tho falthiul, sent-
tared through the Roman world, that stays the
wrath of hoaven and eaves the Blate from de-
struetion. The Obristian feels no joy utthe
EBmpire's victorles, To him the publicdisnsters
soom & confirmation of the prophecies that
condemn the world to perish at the bands of
barbarians and by the lames. Tho eosmopo-
Iitism of the Stoles had indood its dangers, too ;
hut a fervent love of civilization and of Greek
oulture sarved to countorpoise the excess of
thelr treadom from race prejudice.

From many points of view, assuredly, the
Ohristians were loyal subjects. They nover re-
volted ; thoy were socustomod to pray for thelr
very pernocutors, In spite of thelr grievances
aguinst Morcus Aurelius, they ook no part ln
the revolt of Avidius Cussius, They profossed
principles of the most absolute legitimism.
QGod giving earthly power to whom it pleassth
Him, mon must obey, without examination,
bhim who oMclally posssases it. Dut this ssom-
ing political orthodoxy was, at bottom, only the
worship of suscess, " Thore was naver lound
Among us & partisan of Albigus, ors lsan
wf Niger" puys Tertulllun vetontatiously, in
the reigm of Beptimius Beverus. But,
S A B of wuih, whereln was

Aoptimiua Bavorus, amorn logitimnte ruler than
Albiinuk, or than Pascannius Niger? o sue.
oandnd bottar than they did, thut s all. Tha
Christinn prineiple, ' Wa should nckaowlsdgo
Ilim who winlls the powor.” nacewsarily con.
tributas to antabliah the worshiy of assamplishe
odl faets, that (4 to may, the worship of fores, T'o.
litlenl libaraliam owna nothing, and will never
ows anything ta Uhtlstinnity. The sonosption
of rpressntative govarnmant s thes antithesis
of the tdaa explicitly put forth by Josus, by
Haint Paul, Baint Peter and Clamant Romnnus,

The mokt fmportant of oivie datles, military
sorvico, Christinns woara unable to fulfll. That
sorvies impliod. besides tho necossity of shed-
ding blood, which scemed oriminal to men
of an exalted spiritunl mood, nots that a
timid conreiens woull regard ne (dolatrous.
No donbt there woro & fow Ohristinn soldiars in
the sepoud oantury, bul very woon the lneom-
patibility of ths two professlons beonme patent,
and tho molilior quitted the mnks or bacame a
mnrlyr. The antivathy was uneompromising ;
no wooner did one become a Christinn, than
lin desartod the army. " You cannot sorvo two
mastors,"was Lhe prinoiple Inceasantly recalled.
Eivean the reprossntation of a sword or bow
upon & ring was proliibited to Chrlstiane, ' You
doenough fighting for the Fmperor when you
pray for him.” The grent weakening observad
in the Roman army at tho closs of the second
eantury, and whioh betrays iteell moat mark-
odly In the third contury, has its sourco In
Clirlstianity, Hore Colsus luld his Nngsr on
the truth with marvellous sagacity. A soldier's
couragn, wliich alons, to the German's eye, un-
Incks Walhalln, {8 not of itsell & virtue in the
primitivo Christian's oyes, It It be displayed
for a right eause, well nnd good: otherwise It
in bt mavagery. Assirmlly & man of great
bravery in war may bs n man of medioers
morality ; but acommonwon!th of saints would
bo o foobla! Dy belng too conslntent, tho
Ohiristian Fansl haa lost all milltary sfMelonoy.
Tslum hing turnod the woakness to noconnt, and
lins givon the world the sorry spectacle of that
oternnl Enstern Christinn, tho same every.
wliarn, in apito of all difforences of races, al-
wavs Mogeed, nlways massnered, Incapable of
looking a flghting man In the taco, parpetunlly
submitting lils neok to the aword : n vietim that
Inspicos Hitle interost, for Lo fecls no Impulse
to revolt, and (s Impotent to hold a weapon,
oven whoen you put one in his hand,

Tha Christian shunned also all jndielal
ofMecoa, public funstions, civil honors, Tosssk
such honors, to envel or aven aceapt such fune-
tionn, waa to oxproas fnith In a world which bis
prinociples compolled Lim to look upon as
doomed and utterly defllod with idolntry, A
Inw of Beptimius Beverus permita " adopta of
the Jowish suporstition” to attaln to elvie
honora, and realiovea them from obligations
Irroconollablo with their faith. Unguestion-
ably Christinns might have profitad by these
oxemplions; but they Aid not doso. To hang
n garland over the door by way of an-
nouncing days of festival, to take part
In ontortainmonts and public rejoloings,
was apostasy, Thoe sume Interdiction debarred
them from the civil trlbunnals, It was a Chrls-
tian's duty to abatain from law suits, and son-
Nne himsel! to the arbitration of his pastora.
The impoasibility of mixed marriages halped
to raise an Insurmountable wall betweon the
Churoh and heathen society. The faithful were
forbidden to walk about the strocts ; thay wore

only to moet in private, They were not even
pormittad to use the Bame laverns ns the
pagans; on their travels the Christians would
botake themaalvos to n church, and would there
participato in the love-fensts and In the distri-
bution of the remnanta of the bread and wino
offerad In communion.

A multitudo of arts and trades, whoas prac-
tlco involvaed rolations with ldolatry, were fur-
bidden to the Christians. For them srulpturs
and paintingnlmost consed to have any purposa;
these fine arts, in particuinr, wore regarded as
ecnomliea. Theroin llas the explanation of one
of the most singular facts of history, I mean
the disnppoaranco of seulpture in the first half
of the third century, The first thing io the old
eivilization to be killed by Christinnity was art,
Wealth it killed more slowly; but in this direc-
tion, alao, its action was no lessdecisive. Chris-
tinnity wds, above Aall things, an {mmeonse oo«
nomical revolution, The firet became tho [ast;
and the last becamie thoe frst. It was, In very
truth, the realization of the kiogdom of God,
ns tho Jowa conceived it, One day Rabbi Jo-
soph, son of Rabbl Joshua bon Lovl. having
fullen into a trance, his father asked him, whon
he had recoverod, * What saw'st thou in
heaven?" 1 saw," was Josoph's answer, "' the
world turnod upsido down; the mightiost wers
In the lownat place, the humblest in the high-
est.” "It was tho normal state of things that
thou didst behold, my son,"

The Ruman Emplre, by lowoering the nobility
and by almost annihilating the priviloges of
birth, had o tondenoy to augmont the advan-
tagos of proporty. Far from establishing o ranl
snqunlity botwoon cltizens, the Roman Empliro,
while it flung wids open the gates of the old
Romnn city, croatod a profound distinetion,
that, namasly, botween the honestiores (the rich
or notable) and the laumiliores, or tenuiores (the
poor). While proclaiming the political syuality
of all, tho Romans introduced inequality before
the law, and eapeclally befors the ponal code.
Poverty rundored the title of Roman cltizen
almost Illusory, and the great majority were
poor. The blundor of Groece, which had
conslsted in deaplsing the artisan and agricul-
tural laboror, bad not besn outgrown, Chris-
tianity itsoll, at first, did nothing for the farm
haud; It even workod Injury to the rural popu-
Iation through the lnstitutlon of the Episcopal
ofMoe, by whose Influence and benoflits only the
towns could proft; bucit had s most im portant
benring on the rehabilitation of the handl-
craftsman, Ons of the recommendations given
by the Chureh to the artisan, I8 to spply him-
solf Lo bis oraft with taste and zeal. Tho word
operarius galos dlgaity ; in thelr epltaphs the
Christinn workman and workwoman are
praised for having boan bard workers,

The workiogmun, earniog honest!y hils Hyoll-
hood from day to day, such was Indesd the
Christinn fdeal, In the eyes of the primitive
Oliareh, avarioo was the supromao crimeo. In
most cases whatthey stigmatized as avarics, we
stiould eall simplo economy. Almsglving was
viowed nsastrict duty, Judslsm bad alrendy
mudo Ite precept, In the paalms and prophetio
books, the ebion, or needy man, s the triend of
God, mnd giving to the eblon s glving to God,
In Hubrow, almsgiving 18 o synonyme of jus-
tico, It was found nucessary to rostraln the
sagoerness of plous folk to justify thomsolves In
this woy; a Talmudio precspt prolibits the
Hebraw from glving away In charity more than
a ifith of his proporty, Curlstlanity, which, at
ita beginulng, wus & community of Eblonites,
ewmbraced fully the idea that the rich man, If he
doss not give away hils superfluity, ls o detalner
of stolen goods. God gives to all men [odis-
tinguishably all that be has created, * Imitate
God's impartiality sod nobody will ba poor,”
we read inatext that was for a time looked
upon as sacred. The Church ilsell becama
an immeose charitable lostitution. The love
fossts, and the distributions made of what was
loft from the offerings fed the poor mnd the
waylurors,

It was the rich man who, along the whols
liue, waas sacrificed. Few rich men ontersd the
Churah, sad their position in It was extremely
diffeult, The poor, proud of the Goapsl prom-
isos, troated them in & way that might seom
arrogant. The rich man bad o persusde men
to forgive him his riches, s If they were some-
thing derogatory to the spirit of Clristianity.
As a mattor of right the Kingdom of God was
barred ageinst Llm, uoless he purified his
woalth br almagiving, or explated It by mar-
tyrdom. He was rogarded as an egolst who
grew [al upon the sweal of others, The com-
munity of goods, lndeed, if it had evor existad,
oxistod nolonger, What was called the apostoli-
cal mode of lifo, thst is to say. the tdeal of the
primitive Church at Jerusalem, was s dream
lost in & far distant past; bat the kind of todi-
vidual ownership exerclsed by one of the laith-
fal was bul & semi-ownership: to him It was of
smal! acopust, sad the Church, Iu reality, had
as lnrge & share Lo It e be,

1t s lo the fourth century that the struggle
bacowes far rosching sud desperate. The

rich classos, addicted almost without excop-

Jlglous movament,
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tion to the old worship, Nght vlgorously ; hut
thin poor men win the day,  ¥n thie East, whire
the motion of Christinnity wns far mors com-
pinte, or, wa ahould rather sar, loas Intorfared
swith, than In the Wost, Liars ware hardly any
rich mon I+t aftar tha mlddie of the Nith
contury. Ryria, and emphiationlly Egypt, ba-
eama whally acclasinstleal nnd monastic soun-
trles, The Chiureh and the monsstery, that (e
to any, the two forms of communistic axist.
ener, wore Lthe sole posssssora ol eapital In
thoss parts, Tho Arnb conquest whieh ran
hendlong over those countries, after a fow
battles on the frontier. fuund nothiog Lul &
hard to drive. Onoo the liberty ol worshio
wns gitaratitood to them, the Eastarn Christinna
bowead (o every kind of tymmuony, In the
Waoat, the Germnnie Invaatons, and other

—

cansen, hinder paupariem from triumph-
Ing thur complotaly, Hut humen Hfe is sus-
ded for ath i yoars. [Industry on a

Inrgn senlo becomes Imposaible: by reason of
the Ialse notions that wore ourrent about
usury, evary banking and |usuranes oparation
is amitton with an interdlat. The Jow alone
may handle money; the Christisna foroe him
to bo rich, and thon reproach him with the for-
tune to whioh ha s condemned. Here is the
uroatost blundor of Christinnity. Itdoes much
worss than say to the poor;: Eorich yourselves
at the axponss of tho rioh; It says: Itiches are
nothing. It cuts off capital by the root; it for-
bids tho most legltimnte of all things, the re-
celving of Intorest for monoy: while It pre-
tonds to guarantes 1o the rick man his riches,
it strips him of their frults by rendering them
unproductive, Tho fatal orror al inated

of slavery was that of an enlightaned consery.
ative, who, by hils fundamontal prineiples,
furthers the cause of radienliam, while at the
anme time emploving quite roactionary lan-
runge, By showing the alhve eapnhle of virtue,
horole 1n martyrdom, the equal, and, por.
haps, the muperint of his master from the
polul of view of benvon's kingdom, the new
faith made slavery untonable, Whon you give
the ninve & moral walue, you deal slavery
Ita  death  blow., The moetings In the
ehurch would, of themsolves, suffes 1o
ruin this ecruel fostitution. Aptiguity had
only upbield slaviory by excluding the slaves
trom the rites of patrlotle worship, Had they
offorad saorifces with their musters,they would
hiave been morally rehiabilitated, Attendinoe
togethior at churelh wus the nost perfect
lomson of rollglous equnlity. What shinll we
say o! the Euchiarlst partnkon of In sommon,
of martyrdom bortie in company? From the
moment that the slave [» of the same rollglon
ns his mastor, and prays ln the ssme tomple
with him, slavery Is very noar ita ond, The
feollngs that Dlaudine and her * mistress
socording to tho fleah ** cherish for one nnother
aro those of a mother and a dnughter, At
chureh, master and slave used to call ons
nnother brethren. FEven with regard to the
mont delicate of guestions, that of matrimony,
such miracles woro seen as fresdmen marry-
ine noble ladies (feviine clarissine),

As would naturally be supposad, the Chris-
tian mastor would usually deaw Lis slaves to
the true falth without at the sume time show-
Ing an indiscretion In the matter that might

ovor the whole soclety of the mididle ages by
the fletitious erlime of usury, was the obatacls
thant blocked, for upward ol ten canturles, the
progresa of clvilization.

Tho sum of labor In the world was couslilarn<
bly lessonail. Couniries like Byria, where the
labor which it oosts 10 nmnass A& compelence
outwoighs the plansure It brings and whore
alavery. accordingly. is a condition of material
oivilizalion, sank nt least ono degreo in the
human scale. The ontigue ruins remained
thore, but only as vestigea of o banished and
uncomprohanded world, The joys of the lifo
to ecomo, which were not to be acqulred by
Iabor, were so much subtracted from the mo-
tives wlieh Impollod man to actlion, The bird
of the alr, the lily, thoy toil not, naither do
they spin. and yot they hold, by right of benuty.,
ono of the highest ranks in the hierarchy of
ereated things. Great |s tho poor man's joy when
men coma and foretell in such figures a happl-
nosd unbought with toll, The beggar. to whom
you announce that the world will soon be his,
and that, though he spends Lis life in doing
naught, yet within the Churchhe {s o magnate,
60 much so that his prayers are of all the most
ofliencious, that beggar sirnightway bacomes
dangorous. This was made plain In the lata
Mossianic movemsent In Tuscany. The poas-
anta, aohoolad by lazsarettl. lost the habit of
labor, and were unwilling to agaln resumo
thoir wonted toll. As In Galiles, and as in the
Umbrin of the time of Franels D'Asalsl, the
bumble folk imagined that they would win
henven by poverty. After such dreams men do
not resign themselves Lo resume the roke;they
will make themselves apostles rather than
take on the ohain they had thought shiversd.
It |8 so hard to bend the back all day in de-
grading and ungratoful labor,

The aim of Chiristianity wns n no sense the
improvemont of human soclety nor the aug-
maontation of the sum of happiness posssased
by individuals. Man tries to pass his days
upon the earth ns comfortably as possible, when
he tinkes the earth serioualy and the few days
ho hns to spand there. But when he Is told
tlint the earth is on the point of coming to an
oni, that life s but the trial of a day, the in-
signifioant prolude to an |denl elernlty, what
does [t proflt him to embellish it? We do not
busy oursslves in decorating and rendering
conveniont the hovel where we tarry but an
bour. Itisespoocially in the relation of Chris-
tinnity to sinvery that this effect of it Is patent.
Christianity eminently helpod to eonsols the
alave; but it did not directly work for the sup-
pression of slavery, We have sosn that the
groat school of jurisconsults, for the moat
part ndhorsnts of the Stuie philosophy that
aross under the Antonines, was wholly pos-
sessed with the iden that slavery wus an abuss
that ought to be gradually suvpressed. Chris-
tinnity nover deolared in so many words that
slavery was an abuse; neverthsless, by Its ex-
altod idealism. it powerfully furthered the
phillosophical tendoncy which made Itself fult
in Inws and manneras,

Primitive Christianity was an essentinlly re-
Evorything 1 the social
organization of tho time that was not Lound
up with ldolatry, seemed to it worth preserving.
Tho idea nover occurred to the Christinn doc-
tors of protosting against the establishicd fact
ol alavory: that would have been a revolution-
ary mode ol actlon, altogether contrary to thelr
splrit, The rlghts of man are, in uo sonso, a
Christlan aMrmation. BSalnt Paul acknowl-
edgos unqualifledly the logitimacy of a mas-
tor's titlo: there (8 not a word in all the old
Cliristinn llterature to Ineito aslave to revolt,
or to urge emancipation on n mastar, or aven
to nglitate the legal problem to which slavery
has given birth among us, Itis only dangor-
ous seotaries, like the Curpoerstians, who
talk about suppressing the differences botwoen
man and man ; the orthodox aceept the prin-
clple of absolute ownorship, whether it have
for its object n man or u thing, The frightful
lot of & slave was far from touching thom ns
much as It doos us, For tho few hours that
life lnsts, what mottereth n man's conditlon ?
"Hast thou boen eallod & elnve, regard It not;
canst thou free thyselt? profit by the ehance,
Thoe alave is the moster's freedman; the free
man 18 tho slave of Christ, In Chirist thore Is
no longer cither Greok or Jow, salave or free
man, man or woman.” The words servus, and
libertus, aro oxtromoly rare oniChristinn tombs,
Thoe slave and the [resman are allke serous Dei,
na the soldier I8 miles Clristi, The slave, on
tha olher band, loudly vaunts himsell as one
whom Josus liath made free,

Bubmlsaivonoss and consclentious attacl-
mont on the part of thoe slave toward his mas-
ter, n gentlo and fraternsl spirit on the mas-
ter's part toward bis slavo, such are praotically
tho limits of the sthieal teachings of primitive
Christunity on this dellcate polot. The num-
ber of sluves and fresdmen In the Church was
very conslderable, Never, us we have sald, did
the Church adylso the Christinn maatsr who
ownoed Christian slaves to free them, Itdid
not even prohibit corporal punishment, which
s the nlmost inevitable outcome of slavery,
Undar Constantine the favor with which sman-
cipation bad been regarded by the juriscon-
#ulis, seemed to retrograde., Had the move-
ment, which began under the Antonines,
been continuod’through the second halt of the
third cantury and through the fourth century,
the suppreasion of slavery would have been
brought about by law, and through purchases
by the Government, The ruln of political lib-
orallsm, and the misfortunes of tho time,
caused the loss of ull the ground that had been
gnlued. T'he Fathers of the Church talk about
the lgnominy of slavery, and the basensss of
slaves, 1o the same torms that the pagans use,
John Chrysostom, in the fourth century, is al-
most the ounly doctor who explioltly recom-
mends 0 & muster the manumission of his
slave as & good astlon., At s later dute the
Church owned alaves, and tiouted thom
as ovorybody else did, that Is to say,
Lasslhly wonoogh, The oondition of s
slave of the Churoh was even aggra-
vated Ly ome clrcumstasce, to wil, the
tmpoasibility of alisnating the property of the
Oburch. Who was his owner? Who had lagul
competance to free him? The diMoulty of
solviug this queation prolonged scolesinstioal
sorvitude und brought sboutthis curious re-
wult, that the Church, which In reality has done
80 muaoh for the slave, was the last to own slaves,
The freelug of slaves was generally performed
by will, Now. the Chureh had no wills to make.
Evon.the eocclesinstionl freedman had for his
PAron 8 mistress who nover dled.  * |

It was In an Indirect snd interential way that
Chrlstinulty mightlly contributed to change Lhe
Altuation of the slave aud 1o hasten the end of
slavery. The rdle of Chirlstianity Lo the matter

bave peopled the Church with unworthy mem-
bers. It was aceounted a good action to go to
the slave market, aud. obeying the guidunce of
divine grace, to pluk out some poor cresturs
thers on aale. In order to lusure his etornal
salvation, “Hybuying n slave you gain msoul,”
becamo n current proverh, A more usual and
still moro logitlmate kind of proselylism
consisted In tho harboring of foundlings, who
thereupon bLecame Christian alwmni. Now
and then, cortnin churches would redeem, ut
tholr own cost, ono of their mombers from his
servile condition, This intensoly exeited the
deslres of the luckless ones who wore lesa fn-
vored. The orthodox doctors Jdid not encour-
gy these dangorous anspirntions, " Lot them
continue in thelr sarviee for the glory of God,
in order that thoy may win from God a far better
liberty." The slave, or rather the freedman,
could rlse to tho most important veclesiastical
functions, provided Lis waster or his patron
offered no opposition,

What Christinnity voritably founded was
equality in the sight of God. Clement of Alex-
andria, and especially John Chrysostom, never
miss a chance to consolo the slave, to proclalm
him brother of the froeman, and every whit ns
noble, provided he wlilingly und heartily ao-
cepts his condition and serves for the love ol
God. In {ts liturgy the Chureh has a prayer
“for those who travall in the bitternessof
alavery.” Judalsm had already put forth com-
pamtively humans maxims on the same
subject, It had oponed nas widely ma
pussible the door to manumissious. Blave-
ry among tho Hebrews was singularly
softened. The Essenes and the Thernpeutes
went further. They deolnrad sluvery contrury
to tho law of nalure, and would have naught to
do with servile labor. Christinnity, luss radi-
cal, did not supprees slavery, but it suppressed
tho manners and morals that belong to sluvery,
Blavery is foundod on the abssnes of the Idea
of human confraternity; the idea of brother-
hood in its destruction, Aftor tho fiith century
the enfranchising of slaves and the ransoming
ol captives were of all neta of charity the most
fervently commended by the Church,

They who have uffectod to soe in Christlunity
tho revolutionary dooetrine of the rights of man,
and in Jesus a prooursor of Toussaint L' Ouver-
ture, are entiroly mistaken. Christianity has
inapired no Bpartacus; the true Christian does
not rovolt. Dut, make wo lasto to wld, It was
nol Bpartanus who put an end toslavery: it
was [ar rathor Disndina; above all things it

was the ruinof tho Grwweo-Roman world, The

antigus slavery wnas nevor abollshod, to say
the, truth; It foll inte desuetuds, or ruther,
It was troosformed. The (nertin into
which the Last sank after the com-
plats  triumph  of the Clureh In the
fifth contury, made the slave uscloss. In
the wost, the invasions of Lhe barbarians had
an analogous offeot, The species of universal
listleasness and recklossness which took pos-
assston of humanity after the downfall of the
Westorn Roman Emplre, brought about in-
numerable manumissions, The slave was a
surviving victim of the pagan elvilization, the
almost useless remnant of a world of luxury
oud lelsure. Men belioved they could re-
doom thelr souls from tho terrors of the
life to come by delivering this suffering
brother here Lelow. Slavery became besides
muainly rural, aud presupposced u bond bstween
the man and the soll, which was to become ona
day his property. As to the phllosophical
prineiple that man should be his own mnastor,
it was not until very much later thut it nppear-
ed us & soclal dogma. Benceannd Ulpion had
vroclalmed it In a theoretical way; Volinlre,
Ilousseau, and the French Rovolutlon made it
tho basis of humanity's new crevd.

1L

It cume to pass that a religion frumed
for the Inward consolation of a very small
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changns of roligion are, (n goenoral, more ap-
parent than renl, Whatevar may be & man's
convarslons or apostasios be remaing taithiol
tothe Arst worship witlch e embraced and
loved witl more or loss Intonsity. A crowd of
Idolntors, ut bottoin no wise changed, nnd
trausmitting the samo Idulatrous Instinots to
their ehililrsn, etme Inw the Church, A full
tida of superatitlon bogan to pour into the re-
lizious sommunity, tat bitherto hnd been most
frve from fu

Ifwe axenpt a fow Orlontal ssots, the primi-
tive Chiristinns nro the least suporstitious of
wankind,  The Christian and the Jow might
b tanatics; they were not supoerstitious In the
Kunse fn which the torm was applied to s Gaul
or s 'nphlagonian. Among theiw wore t be
feon no mmulets, no holy (niages, no olyect of
worship outside of the sonceptions of divinity,
Convertad pagans eould not cotitont themsolyves
with such simplieity. The woralilp of muartyrs
was the flral conensalon wrung by buman
woakness from the indulgence of s clorgy
thit solght Lo be overything to all men, in
order 0 win all to Jesus. The bodies of
Lo saints were investod with wonder-working
virtuos: they became talismans: the plaoas
Whero they reposed weore marked with a more
Spocial holiness than other sanctunrios conse-
crated to God. The luck of any notion of the
laws of nature quickly oponod the door tos
fronzisd thaumaturgy., The Celtie and Italiot
pooplos thint form the bLasls of the population
In the West are of all riees tho most supor-
stitious, A multitude of Lollefs that prini-
tive Cliristinnity would have deemed sacti-
legious  crept o this  way ot the
Church, Tho Iatter did what it could:
Its efforts to Limprove and olovate gross-minded
disgeiplos form ono of the finest pages bn man's
history; for live or six centurios the Councils
were absorbed In combating tho old natursl-
istie supemstitions; bLul in the end the pure-
mindod saw  themsolves overwholmed, 8t
Grogory tho Groat mukes the best of it amd
advises the misslonsrica not to supnross the
rites nud holy pluces of e Anglo-Baxous, Lut
only to recousecrate them to the new fith,

In this way was engondored n ourious pho-
nomunon; the rank vegotation of pagan fubles
and boliofs which primitive Uliristinnity aup-
posud lsoll summoned (o extirpute wus, loa
lurgn extont, pressrved. Far from sucoording
Hko Lslam (o supprossing the times of Igno-
ratice.” thutls to say, pre-Islumie rocollostious,
Christinnity loft nlmont ull such nntorior rom|-
niseonces nllve, only disguising them beneath
o thin Christian varnish. Groagory of Tours |s
quite ms superstitious as any beuthon, The
world, In the sixth, seventh, clghth, ulnth,
and tonth couturios, in more crudely vagan
than [t ever was. Up to the groat progress mado
in our own day by clementary educstion
French peasants hid not doseried a single one
of thuir little Gaulish gods. The worship of the
saints was the cloak under which polythelsm
was rotstablished, This invaslon of the (dola-
ter’sspirithas sadly discredited modern Cathol-
felwim, The follles of Lourdes nnd La Hunletts,
the multiplication of miracle-working images,
the Hacred Henrt, vows and pllgrimages, ren-
der contemporary Catholiclsm, In certain coun-
tries nt least, A roligion quite as materialintic
as many o Syrinn cult warred agualost
by John Chrysostom or suppressed by
the edicts of the Emporors. Tho Church,
in faet, maintalned two attitudes with
reforence to pagan forms of worship; sote-
timed it wus a duel to the death, lke that whick
took place fn Aphaea and ln Phasulein: sonie-
times thers was a compromise, the old roliglon
aecepting, with more or less duotility, a tineture
of Christienity, Every pogan that embraces
Clristisuity in the second or third ceutury
holda hls old religion in abborrence: ho who
buaptizes bhim requiros him to detest bils former
&ods, This Is far from belng the case with the
Gaulish peusiut or with the Frank or Anglo-
Baxon warrior., His old religion I8 of so small
account that it seems hardly worth the troublo
lnvolved in bating or seriously lighting it,

Tle deference evincod by Christianity for
the old forms of worshilp from the time that It
became ltsolf thy religion of the multituds. it
also exbibited to msny Greek prejudices. It
soumod to be nshumwl of its Jewish origin,
and did s best to lide 1t. We have saen the
Gnosties and the suthor of the Epistly o
Dingnotes aMecting to beliove that OL ristiunity
aruse spontaneocusly, without any relationship
toJudnism. Origen und Eusebius do not ven-
ture to say so, for they know the facts Loo
woll; but St. John Clhrysostom, snd in gen-
ernl thoso fathers that had rocelved a pacu-
larly Hellsnie eduontion, know little sbout
the real origin of Christianity. and liave no
wish to know more, They rejoot the wholo
Judmo-Christinn and millenarian literaturs:
the orthodox Greek Church puts such works
under the bun; books of this kind have cowmo
down 1o us only whon they wuro transinted
Into Latln or the Orlental tungues. "T'he
Apocalypss of John escapes ouly bocause (s
rots are colled about the vory heart of the
canon, Ventures in the direction of o unita-
lun Christinuity, void of metaphysics und wy-
thology, of nChristinnity hoardly distinguish-
&bl from s rationalistio Judeisw, like the ex-
periment of Zenobin and Paul of Bamosato,
buve the ground cut from under themwm.
Thuse attcwpts would hmve produced un
extrowely shmple Christinnity, & mere con-
tluuntion of Judsism, somothing analog-
Ous Lo whut Isiam was to be. Had thoy

led, they would no doubt have foro-

numbar of the elect boecame, by an unhoard of
stroke of fortune, the religion of milllons, com-
posing tho most active portion of mankind, It
is prodminently In vietories of a religious
ordor that It s right to sny that the conquered
give lnws to tho conquerors. The multitudes,
B8 they throngod luto the little oburelon of the
saints, carrled with them there thelr lmper-
foctions, and at times their stains. A raoce,
whon [t embraces a worship that was not mado
for It, transforms it to meot the waunts of iLs
imaginntion und its heart,

According to the primitive Christlan concep-
tlon, a Christian was perfect: the sinner, by
the simple fuot of becoming o sinner, censed to
bo a Christian, When whole citivs cumme to be
converted in tho mass all this was changod.
The procepts of Goapel devotion aud abnegn.
tlon became (pspplicablo: thoy were meta-
morphosed into mere recommendations, meant
for those aione who aspired to perfoction. And
ad to this perfection, whore eould It be made
a ronlity? The world, as It s consti-
tuted, absolutely excludes perfection; he
who should literally carry out the Goa-
pel in ordinary lifo would play the part
offa dupe or an Idiot, There s left the monns-
tery. Logle resumed Its rights, Christisn
morality—a morality adapted to s littls church,
und to peopls sequestercd from the world,
croatod for (tself the medium it nooded. The
Goapel necessarily ovolved the convent;: &
Christinnity provided with all its orgnns can.
not do withnut convents—that is to ssy, places
where the Goapel life, elsewhers impossible,
way be reduced to practliee, The sonveut Is
the perfeot church; the monk (s the true
Christian, Thus It happons that the
most effective work of Christianity has
been wrought by the monastio orders, These
orders, far trom being a leprosy, attackiog the
work of Jesus from without, were u spontaneous,
inevitable outgrowth of the work of Jesus. In
the West they offered more advantages than
Inconvenienoes, for over agalust the monk tho
Germanlo conguest set up s powerful military
caste; the East, on the other hand, was truly
oalon away by a mounasticism which had only
the moet delusive ssmblance of Christian per-
feckion,

A dublous morality and a natural lesnlng to-
ward {dolatry, such wers the sorry predispo-
sitions brought lato the Church by the multl-
tudes that were made to enter it, a part of them
by foree, from the end of the fourth century.
Man chunges not o & day, bapiism has uno
wmirsoulous, instantaneous aflacts ; these pagan
minsaos, who had soarvely gone through the
torm of converslon, resuslned just what thoy
wure belore : in the Faat, bad, selfish, corrupt;
In the Weat, gross wnd superstitious, As re-
wards morals, indeed, the Church needed only
to upbold its rules, almost sl of which
were alroady written lu books sccepted as
eanonloal. As regards superstition, oa the
oliar baod, its task was far wore dolicate;

stilled the wsuccoss of Mobammed pmong
tho Arabs und tho Syrisns. How much funuti-
s might have been thus averted | Christinni-
tyls an edition of Judsfsm adapted to the Indu-
European tasts ; Molnmmednnism s anodition
of FTudalsm adantod o the Arab tuste, Molam-
moed did nothiug, sfter all, but revert to Lthe
Jutiwo-Christianity of Zeuobla, by a reaction
agniust the mwetaphysieal polytholsm of the
Couneil of Niocea and the Councils that followed.

A more und more sharply sceented separu-
tion between the clergy nod thes people was an-
othar result of the wholesaly conversions that
took pluce Io the fourth nnd Afth eenturies,
Those iknorant crowds wore only fit t listen,
Tho Church very quickly rowched & point
wliure It conslsted of nothing but a clergy. Far
frum helplog to elevate the Intollectusl aversge
of Cliristinnity, this transformstion rather
lowered It, Exporionce proves that little
Churehes that hinve no olergy wre more lbersl
than  the Jarger bodies. In  Eugland the
Quakers snd Mothodists Lhave done more for
seclosiastical lborsllsm then the Established
Churech, Contrariwlse to whot happened in the
wocond contury whereln we ses the wise and ad-
wirnble authority of Bishops and Prusbyters
ohooking follies aud excess, what will henoe-
forward dletate the actlon of the clergy will be
the demands and wuviogs of (s mean-
eat ssotion, Counclls will bow befors the
gusts  of mounstle  prejudices, will be
swuyed by tbhe pettiest fanaticiswms. In
all the councils It s the most supersti-
tious dogma that wins the dsy. Aryanism,
which hsd the remarkable morit.of converting
the Germuns bofore their ledgment within the
emplre, and which might have given to the
world o Obristinnity susceptible of becoming
rationallstic, was stifled by the grossness of a
olorgy thut would (usist on the absurd, In the
middle ages this olergy becomes & foudal
organism, The demourntic book par exocel-
lence, the Gospel, Is conflscated by those who
profess Lo interpret it, and its bold ulterances
are discreetly deadoned,

It has boen, then, the fate of Christianity to
alost founder In its hour of viotory, like ™
ship which should come nearsinking by reason
of the too pondorous eargo lisaped on boprd,
Never bad the founder of a religion followers
80 uniiks himsell as Jesus. Jesus is much
rither & groat Jew than a great man ; his disol.
ples bisve made of him the most complets an-
tithosis to the Jow, Damely. s man-God, The
superpositions lald on his work by superstition,
metaphyaics, and puliey have wholly masked
tho grent prophet, so much so that all relorm-
lug of Christlunity sovms 1o conslst in pesling
off the ncrustations left on |t by our pugan
ancostors, (u ordor to reaoch the real Jasus,
Dut the gravest blunder that ean be commitied
In religious history Is to suppose 1o bulieve
that religions wre wighty in themselves, pos-
#o8s absolute values. Heligions are wighty by

T

Talam-
roason ofho pe ples that adopt thom.
{am Bax bean useful or duleterious noonrullnclln
the races that liave neonpted It Among tho
dobnsed nations of tho East, Clirlatianity (s 8
roligion of very modernte meril, Inspiring vory
fiitle virtuo, It Is nmong the poopla of the
Wesl. the Celtio, Germanie, snd Latin races,
that Christianity has been truly fecund.

In the begluning & wholly Jowish produet,
Christisnity bas come in this way. in the
procuss of time, to shed aimost every trace of
itw othnle origin, so thit the contontion of those
who proclalm It ths Aryan religion par ex-
collence In. from wany points of view, well
founded, For conturios wo hnve beon infusing
foto itour Aryan ways of fooling, sll our ss-
pirations, all our goud qualities, and all our
faults. Nothing is moro falso than thie exegosls
which would fiud Christianity graven batween
the linos of the Old Testament, Christianity has
slgnified n rupture with Judalam, the abroga-
tion of the Thora. Yaint Bernard., Franols
I'Asslnl, Haint Flizabath, Salnt Therosa.
Francis de Bales, Vincont de Paul, Fiéndlon,
("hanning, have about them nothing of the
Jow, They aro people of our own raoe, feeling
with our bowels, thinking with our Liraln.
Clristlanity gave them the traditional thome
on which thelr posm I8 embroldered,
but tholr genlus is thelr own, Eaoh race,
In adopting the moral trainings of the
past, gives them a now mould, makes thom
itn own, The Dible hns in this way borns
frulls not its own; Judaism was only the
wild slin on which the Aryan rucoe hos grafted
fta flower, In Eogland and In Seotland the
Bible hus become the peopls's book of that
Aryan folk which s most unlike the He-
browa, Here we svw, ln brlof, how Christinnity,
which was so notoriously Jewish Ly orlgin,
managud to become the natlionnl rollgion of the
Furopean races, which, In roturn, sacrifleed
thoir anclont mythologies,

The ronouncamont of our ol othnieal tra-
ditions in presenco of Chriatian holiness, »
renunciation which wont little beneath the
surface, was yol oatensibly so absolute that
noarly Mteen conturles had Lo pass bofore the
fact could mguiu by ealled In guestion. Tho
pront awakening of the rationalistiesplrit which
Lis taken placo in tho ninvteenth contury, the
apoeclos of resuscltation of dead rocos thst we
have witnossed, eoulil not Inil to racall the
meomory of our ecolloctive abdleation bo-
fora the sons of 8Bhem, and o provoke
a cortnin reaction In thils regard. Although
no win, nssuredly outside the closols of eom-
parative mythologlsts, could think of summon-
fog buek to life the Gormunle, Polnagic, Coltle,
nnd Blavic mythologies. [t would have beeu oll
the botter for Chiristisuity had those dangervus
rominiseonces boou ulterly extinguished, ns
actually bappened in those countries whoroe
Isiam was established, Racos that lay clalm to
noblenoss and originality In all things Luve
shown themsolvos aggrioved at being, oven in
raligion, vassals of a desplsed family. The
Impotuons Gormnna have mnot concealsd
thelr Irritation; some Coltomanincs linve
betrayed the samo sentiment. The Greoks,
owing their regained Importance 1o the
world to the fond momoriea of the nn-
clent Hellonism, are at no pning to disgulse
their conviction that, In thelr case, Cliristian-
Ity was nn apustnsy. Oreeks, Germnns, Colts
find soluen in the thought that, if they have
oseceplod Christinnity, thiey have, at all wvonts,
transformed 1t, and madoe it a national affuir,
It is none the less true that the modern vrinel-
plo of rnoe has besn hurtful to Christianity.
The roeligious aoctlon of Judaism on
the world appeared (oo oolossal, Ann
have porceived tho [uults of Israol, os
woll as [ts grootness ; they huve folt u twinge of
shame at having lot themselves be mado Jews,
just ns sxtravagant Germnn putriots have folt
themselvas oblignd to troat thoe France of the
seventeenth and sightesnth centuries with
poculiar harshness becsuse they owe it so
muach, Another causs bas widely undermined
in our day tho religion whieh our anewstors
professed with entire contentmoent, The re-
Jeetion of Lhe supernatural hus become nn ab-
soluta dogmn for svery oultivated mind, The
history of tha physical world and of the
moral world now nppears to us a jpro-
oe88 of develupmont whoss onuses are
internal, not oxternal, and which thorefore ox-
clude miracles—that is to say, the interveution
of delibernte individusl volitions, Now, from
the Christinn point of view, the world's his-
tory s only a sories of mirueclus, The crenlion,
the story of the Juwish puopls, the rilo of
Josus, even when these huve beon passed
through the retort of the most libaral exegusis,
leave s residunm of the supornatural that noop-
erution of rutionalistic chiomics canextinguish
or transform. The Semitic monothuistio reli-
glons are ntbottom enomies of physloal svienes,
which to them scems u bolittling aud almost n
denying of God. God did everythlog aud still
does sverything ; that is their key to the unl-
vorse, Clristianity, though It bas by no means
earried this dogma to Lho same oxaggerations
ns has Islam, postulutos revelation, that s to
Bay o mirucle, or onw of thoso alleged fucts that
Brionce hns noever soen established. Between
Christianity snd sclence, therefore, warfure 1s
Inuvitable; oue of the two wdversuries must
succeumb,

From the thirtesnth ecentury, the moment
wheu, by ronson of the study of the books of
Aristotle sud Averroos, the scientiflo splrit be-
gins to wake up in Latin countries, until the
sixtoenth contury, the Church, having the
strongth of the Btate ot its disposal, mauaged
to erush its foo; but in the seventsenth cen-
tury sciontillc diseoveries nre too raverborntive
to be hushed up, The Church s still Blrong
enough to seriously trouble the Iife of Gallleo,
to disturb Descartes, but wpot to hinder
these disooveries from imposing  laws on
the intellect. In tho seighteenth contury
roason triumulis ; about the year 1800 scargely
any sducated man belloves any longnr In
the supsrusturnl.  The ronctions thut huve
followod haye ouly been unimportant atops, 1f
A good many timid minds, out of dread of Krout
social questions, forbid themsylves to bo logi-
cal, the mass of the populntion. ulike ity
wnd i eountry, s siraying turther and furthor
away irom Christanity, and supernnturalism
In I-_nmui soms of ite adlisrents daily,

What lins Christianity done 1o plnee Itself on
goard ngnlost this formidablo assault, which
will ovarthrow It uniloss iU retires Trom cortsin
hopeless poaltions ¥ Assuprsdly the Roformmn-
tion of the sixteonth eoniury wias an uvt af sp-
envity mond  self-proservntion. Protestnntinm
eut dowin the guots of Supirnntoralism ; it ro-
vortoill, in one wense, to primitjve Christinnly,
il reduend 1o s trifle the dolntrous anid
pagnn slement In the eult, But the nrin-
cipis ol the mirncle, sspecinlly 8o fur ne
the Inspiration of the eanonleal bioks wis 00h-
evornvd, was hoeld fast. The reformution, more-
over, hing not boen ahle to reach the whitlo of
Christendom: it has beon outstrippad  hy
rationulism, which Y:II probably suppress thi
subjeet of reform befors the reforming hns
been done. I'rotestantism can only save Chiriw-
tianity h'{ Aftaining to mmlnlnto rntionnlism,
anil by effecting a junctlon with all fros minds.
whoso nrngrammn mnj bo thus summuod up:

Groat and mplondid 1s hn world, Rmiil, not-
withstanding sl 8 obseurity that enlolils [}
we moa that it is the outcome of wn Iwar
tandoney toward r{lu'ht.nl' N AUREAIG goodhisss,
Christinnity Is the most atriking of those
offorts that are strung through histor ~nTorts
m‘glu birth to an ldaul of Teht and justics,
Although the germ of it was Jewlsh. Christing-
ity In the course of time has beoome the oot .
mon E:‘“lll.lﬂl of mankind; ewch ruoe 00N -
tributod the specinl gift which Im&ubvan
allottad 0 {1, the Dbest 1t had,  God
18 not prosent in Uhrlnﬁnnltvm the oxclusion
ol all ather olsmonts: but He is more om bt~
onlly prosant in it than in any othar rellgious
an rnur?l outgrowth, Christinnily is, in t.
the religion of civilized paopion, U.'m; natlon
lmlJ\ta t 1o onwe sunes or another, according to

L] niru of ita intalleetual cullivation.  No

lll-lhlt l}n fren thinker lias the right to dig-
card It nltogether, The fres thinker, howevar,
constitutes an exceptional onse, orthy, oer-
ulnlq, of high respect; but his intalleotusl and
moral plans eannot !at by rukahad by u whole
pqpfla, and much less by mankind,

ot _us thon, pressrve Ohristianity fn s
spirit of admiration for itslnfty moral worth,
for it mnjestic history, for tin loauty of (1s sn-
f, writlngs. Those buoks, I waver, are but

iWa must a W thay
of Interpretation '3: erii -'l-:ll.l l!?u'“n'?a'
mpplicabls to il . But they oon-
stitule the religlous mrehives of I!uunn-
Ity ; ovug thwir ™ deserve
respact, And so with rlnllnuﬁwmn: ot us

reveronce, yet withont making

ithou
Ing sny glven mirnele, or-aven mEl!u |

:gm' let us bow before th Rapire-

upremo mirnole of
Mn‘l mtulauuu‘humh the nnxfmunllbh mutla:r

L)
mlnuuuuon‘:-." " l“hm'i‘ 'R'“

SPREADING THE GOSI KL

ot in Farlow
v of the Methodial Chnrek
bl Parts of the Weorld,

Of all the misstonary work done by the
various donominations, whuther in this :;u:;
tty or abroad, nome Is better umnnl:u e
mnnnged than that of the Mathodlst Epleac

nureh,
Er:llr!ounl. which conaiata of thirty-two min 3
tors and thirty-two Inymen; but thore
powsr suporior to this Board, I'Illlﬂll!.l
Gienernl Missionary Committha, which deo
what missions shall bo earried on, aud how
much money may be apant on them, This
commities ments once a year. 1t has just held
{ta mnnual mooting at the mission rooms In
this alty, It is componed of the Dishope of the
Ohurch, the two misslonary mooretarios, and
twenty-four membera from tho conforances.
The vast Interesta Intrusted to this committes
make its annusl mooting one of the mostim-
portant affairs in the Church yoar. The sums
whioch the commitioe resolves to appropriate
to enoh miseion are matters of Intenss inter-
ast to noarly all of the Methodists In the

eountry.

From the days of Weslor the provaillng
spirit of Methodlam bLas besn a missionacy
spirit. Yot until tha year 1819 Ihun: WAS 10
orgnnized missionary soclety of tho Church im
this country, At firet, and for thirteen yours,
the work ol Lhio scaioty was dono almost entire-
Iy in this country, The amountof the contrls
Lutions for tho firat yenr was but $83¢. In 1:33
misslon work was l!egamll\ Jduorin. Dy tha
timn the contributions for the yoar amooul
1o $17.000,  RBinee then therm Lpen a wlondy
lueroase untll the nnunlnt&}:‘ntuprlnmt for the
conving your |8 nbout SRO0,000,

RMost of the othor denominntions divide thele
lome work from the foreign work, kooplug up
sapariio orgnnisatiops for tho nmn#nmnent ol
oneh, and ufkt vollections on differunt days
for onoh, ‘This brings tlie two into comjmtl-
tion, to s esrtiln extent, and gives thoe tndis
vidual donor the ehoioy of boetowing his be-
peflvenee aceording to bls preforence, In the
Lfnlhn.llnt systom both home nnd forelgn mis-
sions nie under ong mnnnTumonL and eon-
teibinitions nro thrown inln the tressury which
is conuon to hoth, Tho lnrgost expenditure
is in bohall of the forelgn work,

AL the meoting of the Genernl Minsionary
Gommitton, snch misslon Is axamined in rogu-
Inr order, 10 a mission hns bevn conduetod in
suoh n Wiy i8 Lo shiow thnt it s worth all it Lna
cunt, and Lo glve promise of large luture in-
croase wud sucooss, the commitive ginerally
approprintes all thnt is asked for, For ine
sianoa, the African Misslon, wliieh wns estibs
lished in Libarin, sod which is the oldest fors
algn mission, receivos for the coming year
$1.000, This work Ia golng on In nstendy way
with nearly 2,000 native chureh membors an
uo vory henvy exponsns. By some It 18 o0on-
sidornd oo of the least promising of all the
misslons.

The missions in China mnke tor de-
manids on the Mothodist purse, The Moih-
pdist Churoh 1au more missionarieg ln Ching
thian auy. other Amerlean organization ex-
oepit the Presbyiarian Church wnd tho Ameri-
oan Boar Forelgn Missions. The whola
numbor of misslonarios sont to China from
this country and from_ Ciront Dirltain  ia
not over thrss hundred, With o population In
Clhilng yariously sstimated al (rom three huns
dirvdto four hundred million, It 1s onsy to wea
thnt each missionnry hns a sufMelontly wida
field of lnbor to ramove nll aAnxiatyan to arowd-
ing or comn petition, Thoﬂnthodhll.l:.\rctllm

rincipal missionary distriets in China—Foa

how, Cantral China, and North China, Foe
Chow formerly eallead for as much n= $50,000 a
yonr. By reason of the tralning and employ-
mant of native vraachers, the missiona therd
linve now bavome an solf-sustnining that an ap-

roprintion of $15.000 ia all that is asked for,
E’- i Conteal Chloa 230,000 Is votud and for North
China $25.000. A new misslon lately opone i in
Wost China nesds holp, and gutnﬂn_gotl, All
this Chinosa work is under the general over.
might ol Bishop Wiley,

"ho mission in northern Indin is one of the
Inrgost and most important. Here the ad-
viuntiuge of traluiug tho natives hns basn sean,
On this polnt, howover, the wiilest diference
of opinion exists among experioncad managor
of misaslons. Some hoid that the work ought to
It donw ¢hinfly by men from this country. One
rouson for thia lsibat it aflords opportunity fm
young migisters to engnge In a carver of salf-
saoriflon,.  Annthor s that they hnve hardly
any ¢onddence In the nativer. And yot an-
other is that thoy belinve that the uncon.
vorted natives, whom they want to convert,
ook down with contemnt on their fellow nas
tives who hava abjurod aneoestral fniths and
turnnd 1o pranching Ohelstian dootrines. Tha
Methodists have triad the plan of using natives,
amd have founil thut it works woll, expocially

in Indin. The avproprintion for northe
ern lIndin s 865,00, which Ia only hall
as muoh as  woull be nonded If tha

wors no trnined natives at work there. Sout
Tudin receives only 81,000, for the work thare,
although lnrge, has mi almost sell-sup-
porting. Though thess misslons wro of long
atunding and the opla Iisten nttontively to
prenching, yeL whan any Hindon males »
profession of Christianity ho raises a storm ol
onposition among his relntives and frionds,
For this renson, the number of allogod conver-
slons reportod I8 cousiderably less thun th
actunl number of poople on whom !‘nmraﬂ:r;
impresgion has besn made. The fnet I8 th
stitisties of convaraions in such mission' (i8 #
are not very trustworthy, ns {t is almosi ime
poesibio for even Lho uh?wdul missionarias te
make thom correctly. Every yeur one of (tha
Bishops makes an axtendod tour througl he
prineipnl nmiisglonary ficlds to examine. | gg
eounsul. and to raport. Tho last ofleinl toue of
this kind was made by Bisliop Foater, who bée
ports the Indis missions {in oxcellent condition,
Thu Itev, Dr. Roid, ong of the missionary se
turios, mleo visited this mission and other o
portant ones, uud brought back much chsering
information,

Among the mostl promising of mission entore
prisns Abrond s HSouth Amerlea, There are
three principnal cantres of work—Montovidio,
Buenos Ayres, and Hosarlo—tis Iatter plaos
being about 200 miles inland, whils the others
nre on the seacomst, The work wis un nk
Busnos Ayrss sbout 1835, in n small wa A
among the Englisli-spenking realdents, -:-;J’.
wis uttonded with such good results that in
1867 the servicsa of sevaral 8panish helners
were sacured to earry the Qospal in the Span-
ish Inneunge, Thros ehurehes and abint &
diugan other pram»lun{ places are ocoujiod by
this mission work. The approprintion Lo pros=
¥ido for It during the year is somowbhat over

lz-i’:,mu. B \
dapan hns proved a very succeasful mission
It is undor Bishop Wilny's supervision,

fluhl.
nnd Is divided into four districws, Yokohnn

Tokio, Hukoduti, and an_nukl. The Jn m"m;:l'
mitkn ‘very intelligont Christinns, and  inke
kindly to the oiforts which nro mmls to educats
tham, The Methodist sehiools in Japan have
mot with oxtraordinary aucosss.  The G0~
mittan [.']mllyjnpprupr ated 835,000 for the

Jnmem missions,

The hlstory of tho misaion In Moxico would
N & volumes Tho Mexionns urs n mlrnngaly
rollizlous poople, and must have some roligion
though they aro uot vory particulsr s to whad
Kind It is, "Tho preyvulling taith of the sountry
wis the Haman Catholie, planted thore by the
Bpnninrds thres conturien wseo, In many paria
of the country this had degoneratod into n
mew reminut ol formallsm, Almoat
ovary rospoctable Protestunt  denominatfon
hins “atopped In with Its missionnry work,
anid_ has N’lmll to olovalo and regonorate
the Mex icans, Tho Mathodista have beon more
Auccsssful thin any of the others, Plhe minsinn
worlt, whioh is now undar the Episcopal supnre

glelon of Dishop Morrill, was bogun in 1874,
Thorn ‘ure nenrly  forty  missionsriss nnd
preachers,

Thore saro eight cirouits, apeh of
which has i missionury In charge. In the clty
of Muxicols a clinrol which cost $35.000, The
mission Irrnnu IHsu0g trnets, hymn books, an
other rollglous literaturs ndantod 1o th Bpirits
;ml u;:rnlnlnl 1t'.llm Mnthlm. ?‘1m work bas had
A evnitend with man cuities, oo ¥

nlnnnf whjeh hos ’bm-n St e

A

porsocution. T
Irionds of the misston say that | IImnppmp:’l!
mtions for (s support could douliled op

troblad Lnmonse results would he Koun |
fow yonrs, Bul the committan did not xen tnhz
:;Iaurr::‘ninlr lf|||u|-l-rlnpr e ?mhll-n “l“" s:!-lluml. rr-
i frionds o exioo
lurfnr I.M‘u in the future, .
With nll the wark to by dine in foralgn parts
Whore there Is comparntively mengro oly [[F8
lirm’ It mry soem sirange that Amorie n
a]nl 1nd s | nd mingion work to dubrn

nhould
srops. Yot ko it In, Ior the work in (ore

many and Bwitzerland the approprintio
I:H ), Norwiy rocolves !ll.llliu’ e
BLLU00, and Denmark, $10,000, Bulgnrin ling
proved to he one of ‘hu most secenitric miwn-
slon fNolds In the world. A quartor of & contur
of effort has boon ntr-udml with sueh minma
practieal result that the abandonment of the
work hns been surlously sontamplated and
almost detormived upon, * But the eom miitee
rosolvad Lo try for another yenr, and 10 bosstow
15,000 oo & fnal g'xmrltgunl' to wes I Auch m
barron fg lrm cun bring forth sny frols,
31:;:1':, r::(l; l{tﬁmruwul:i Ib:?latyl minslonarios, the
m’ll.l’n“ '27'000,; ‘nu lunu_s Itsnll, It ls
10 mppropristions for minsionnry work |
thin coun ?amnunlmnbmn tl?&.im’t'l 'l‘l:--»:
are expendod in dolng ploneor work (b the
[uflonnvhura there wre no churchos, and in
Welping out poor churcling ‘?hlcll otherwise
oould not rnr thelr way., The dotail of the

f wailen,

whaole miaslonary business is in o) nrgn ol the
}wn&lulnnlr: orotirios, D, Ilo;-l nml' (W=
r, both men of large sxpa

rivnee, Thoy have
i e sdauartors in the dlaiton WoTan In

|
The average smount sontribited by snch
W U Bome cons

ru-mbnr to missionnry work
( oue cent a yoar, In some of

1 rouue-u!uw'

18 more wonlthy conforences, guch ns Now

ork, Philadelubin, and I timer, it renchng s
Aollur Yohr, lél“ Bonursl sverage for the
whole Methodist Churel, (noluding the E*n-
erous rich men wnd the vory noor, the ver
thoughitless, wnd thu vary By, I holwoasn i
and 40 oents, or somewhut loss thin the rice
of & moderate luneh ut u vespectihlo ealing
houne, and yot at every rrnr--r Mmosting peayors
are mnde thut the world may b oonverted 1o -

saving knnw|
faving G;wh'm of the truth us it Ls sot Loy

The work Is in olinrge of a Mission.




